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gnvironmental Awareness through Environmental Education

Dr Jayashree Samantaray*

ABSTRACT

Envi.ronmental Education according to the Annual Report (2004-2005) of the Ministry of
Environment and forest, the Government of India; can be defined as 'a process of

recognizing values and clarifying concepts in order to develop skills and added tools
necessary to_ understand and appreciate the interrelationships among man, his culture and
his blqphys:cal surroundings.1 Through this definition, it is clear that environmental
education can play a most significant role in building Awareness about- the relation
betwe?en modern development and environment: and the impact of developmental
practices on the surrounding environment among masses, if imparted properly. It is the
educations which can enable a person know about everything. Environmental education is
not simply a program that teaches about the natural world and how ecosystems function,
but it is the process of recognizing values and clarifying concepts in order to develop skills
and attitudes necessary to understand and appreciate the inter-relatedness of man, his
culture and his biophysical surroundings. Consciousness is awareness. Environmental
awareness is to understand the fragility of our environment and the importance of its
protection. One needs to be aware of the duties and responsibilities, in order to deal
effectively and conserve the environment.

Introduction

The ultimate aim and critical role of education is shaping human behaviour. It is our
prime duty to take care of the well-being of the earth. The present day society needs to
formulate an innovative Educational Policy aimed to evolve a ‘Complete Man’ with three
major goals; Academic Excellence, Moral and Spiritual Values and Social Sensibilities.

Responsible behaviour is the need of the hour; and ecological sciences are the door to
sustainable development. We have to be cautious of our limited resources that we
consume without thinking about the future. Educating our children from early childhood
and inculcating good values and habits may lay strong foundations and lead us on to a
path of sustainable development.

Consciousness is awareness. Environmental awareness is to understand the fragility of
our environment and the importance of its protection. One needs to be aware of the
duties and responsibilities, in order to deal effectively and conserve the environment.
The primary goals of Environmental education are to deepen the students’ engagement
with issues in environment and science and take sensitive actions to improve the quality
of life.
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